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This guide explains how to set up WebDAV with Apache2 on a Debian Etch server. WebDAV stands for Web-based Distributed Authoring and
Versioning and is a set of extensions to the HTTP protocol that allow usersto directly edit files on the Apache server so that they do not need to be
downloaded/uploaded via FTP. Of course, WebDAV can also be used to upload and download files.
| do not issue any guarantee that this will work for you!
1 Preliminary Note
I'm using a Debian Etch server with the IP address 192. 168. 0. 100 here.
2 I nstalling WebDAV
If Apacheis not aready installed, install it asfollows:

apt-get install apache2

Afterwards, enable the WebDAV modules;
a2ennod dav_fs

a2ennod dav

Copyright © 2008 All Rights Reserved. HowtoForge Page 1 of 21



How To Set Up WebDAV With Apache2 On Debian Etch http: //mww.howtofor ge.com/

Reload Apache:

/etc/init.d/ apache2 force-rel oad

3 Creating A Virtual Host

I will now create a default Apache vhost in the directory / var / ww/ web1/ web. For this purpose, | will modify the default Apache vhost configuration in
/ et c/ apache2/ sites-avai | abl e/ def aul t. If you already have avhost for which you'd like to enable WebDAV, you must adjust this tutorial to your

situation.
First, we create the directory / var / ww/ web1/ web and make the Apache user (ww« dat a) the owner of that directory:
nkdir -p /var/ww webl/ web

chown wwwdata /var/ww/ webl/ web

Then we back up the default Apache vhost configuration (/ et c/ apache2/ si t es- avai | abl e/ def aul t) and create our own one:

nv / etc/ apache2/sites-avail abl e/ default /etc/apache2/sites-avail abl e/default_orig

vi /etc/apache2/sites-avail abl e/ def aul t
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Then reload Apache:

/etc/init.dl apache2 rel oad

4 Configure The Virtual Host For WebDAV
Now we create the WebDAV password file/ var / ww/ web1/ passwd. dav with the user t est (the- ¢ switch createsthefileif it does not exist):

ht passwd -c /var/ww/ webl/ passwd. dav test

Y ou will be asked to type in a password for the user t est .

Wewill later on usethe URL http://192. 168. 0. 100/ webdav to connect to WebDAV. When you do this on a Windows XP client and type in the user
namet est , Windows translates thisto 192. 168. 0. 100t est . Therefore we create a second user account now (without the - ¢ switch because the password
fileis already existing):

ht passwd /var/ww/ webl/ passwd. dav 192. 168. 0. 100\ \t est

(We must use a second backslash here in the user name to escape the first one!)

Now we change the permissions of the/ var / ww/ web1/ passwd. dav file so that only r oot and the members of the ww dat a group can accessit:
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chown root: ww data /var/ww webl/ passwd. dav

chrmod 640 /var/ww webl/ passwd. dav

Now we modify our vhost in/ et ¢/ apache2/ si t es- avai | abl e/ def aul t and add the following lines to it:

vi /etc/apache2/sites-avail abl e/ def aul t

The Al'i as directive makes (together with <Locat i on>) that when you call / webdav, WebDAYV isinvoked, but you can still access the whole document root
of thevhost. All other URLSs of that vhost are still "normal” HTTP.

The final vhost should look like this:
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http: //mww.howtofor ge.com/

Reload Apache afterwards:

/etc/init.d/ apache2 rel oad

5 Testing WebDAV

We will now install cadaver , acommand-line WebDAYV client:

apt-get install cadaver
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Totest if WebDAV works, type:

cadaver http://Il ocal host/webdav/

Y ou should be prompted for auser name. Typeintest and then the password for the user t est . If al goeswell, you should be granted access which means
WebDAYV isworking ok. Type qui t to leave the WebDAYV shell:

server l: ~# cadaver http://|ocal host/webdav/
Aut hentication required for test on server "|ocal host':
User name: test
Passwor d:
dav:/webdav/ > quit
Connection to “local host' closed.
serverl: ~#

6 Configure A Windows XP Client To Connect To The WebDAV Share

According to http://mwww.heise.de/netze/WebDAV-mit-Apache--/artikel/77605/3 (in German!), Windows XP clients with SP2 don't support the Basi ¢
authentication in conjunction with WebDAV unless you download this file and tweak the Windows registry: ftp://ftp.heise.de/publ/ct/listings/0504-202.zip

Thefilecontainsa. r eg file. Double-click on it to install it, then restart Windows.

After the restart, click on My Net wor k Pl aces on your desktop (I have a German Windows, so the names are a bit different in the screenshots):
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arbeitsplakz

-

Metzwerkumgebung

o

Select Add a Network Pl ace from the Net wor k Tasks menu (on the left):
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T Netzwe rkumgebung

Datei  Bearbeiten  Ansicht Favoriten Extras ¢

O Furiick 0 @ p Suchen H_‘?j— Crdi

Adresse q Metzwerkumgebung

Lokale
Metzwerkaufgaben
,2 Metzwerkressource hinzufiigen ;lf}_
Metzwerkyerbindungen anzeigen &
Kleines Firrmen- oder Heimnetzwerk: W
einrichten | =
Drahtlosnetzwerk: fir Heim- baw, liﬂ
kleines Firmennetzwerk, einrichten

Arbeitsgruppencomputer anzeigen

_ Symbale Fiir
Metzwerk-UPnP-Serdte einblenden

Andere Orte

@ Ceskkop

i Arbeitsplatz

Eigene Dateien

| Gemeinsame Dokumnente
':Eé Drucker und Faxgerite

The Add Network Place W zard comesup. Click onthe Next button:

Copyright © 2008 All Rights Reserved. HowtoForge Page 8 of 21



How To Set Up WebDAV With Apache2 On Debian Etch

Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von Netzwerkressourcen

Willkommen

Mit Hilfe digses Assiskenten kSnnen Sie sich bei sinem Dienst snmelden, der
Crdnespeicherplatz zum Speichern, Ordnen und Freigeben von Dateizn und
Bildern anbistet, solanoe Sie Ober einen Webbrowser und eine
Internetverbindung verfloen,

Sie kiinnen digsen Assistenten auch zum Erstellen einer Yerknipfung mit

einer Website, FTP-Site oder einer anderen Netzwerkressource
veryendan.

klicken Sie auf “Weket”, um den Yorgang forkzusetzen,

or

Wedar = | I abbrechen
Mataile <+ 1.
Select Choose anot her network | ocati on, and click on Next :
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Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von Netzwerkressourcen

Wo soll diese Netzwerkressource erstellt werden?

Wiahlen Sie einen Dienstanbieter, Sie kinnen mit dizsem Assistenten ein Konto einrichten, Falls Sie kein
Mitglied des Dienstanbieters sind. Klicken Sie auf "Eine andere Metzwerlressource auswahlen®, Falls Sie nur
gine Yerknipfung erstellen michten,

Dienstanbigter: f

@ ime andere Metzwerkressource auswahlen

aeben Sie die Adresse einer \Website, Netzwerkressource oder siner FTP-Sike an.

£

. I < Zuriick ]l Welter = ] |.'5.bhrecl'len

T

Enter htt p: //192. 168. 0. 100/ webdav asthe location and click on Next :
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Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von Netzwerkressourcen

Welche Adresse vermendet diese MNetzwerkressource?

zeben Sie die Adresse einer Website, FTP-Site oder Netzwerlressource ein, die diese MerknUpfung ffnen
soil,

Internet- oder Netzwerkadresse;

http: ({192,165, 0.100/webdasy b | Durchsuchen.. I

Beispicle anzeigen

[ <zuwiick |

\Weler >

[ Abbrechen ]

r

Y ou will be prompted for a user name and a password. Type in the user namet est and the password for the user t est :
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Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von NHetowerkrassourcen

o Welche Adresse vermendet disse Netrwerkressowrce?
[ |
Qmmwmww:.mmmmmmmmwmm
! s
pn Tado-laphop '.I'T hidocs an
Inkermet- ook Metawarkadresse; =F
Fetprlf192. 1&8.0.1 _- PSS Durcheucher
e
Bl ATCaigan
|

Connect to 192.168.0.100

i

Connecting bo 192, 166.0. 100
Barutzermames |  rest v
(4 ) e L] l SESEREEEEE

[(lEentwort speichem

o | [ abbrechen |

Then type in a name for the WebDAYV folder:
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Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von Netzwerkressourcen

Wie soll diese Metzwerkressource heillen?

hitp:f{192.168.0.100/webdav.

Geben Sie einen Mamen Fir diz Metzwerkrassource ein;

webday an 192.1658.0.100

Geben Sie einen Mamen Flr die Yerknipfung ein, so dass Sie sich die Metzwerkumoebung leicht merken kinnen:

[ < Furiick H Weiter = | [.'!lhl::ureu:hen]

™

To open the new connection, keep the Open this network place when | click Finish box checked, and click on Fi ni sh:
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Assistent zum Hinzufiigen von Netzwerkressourcen @

Fertigstellen des Assistenten

Die Folgende Metzwerkumgebung wurde erfolgreich ersteli:

ur
Ein Yerknipfung mit dieser Metzwerkressource wird im Ordner
"Metzwerkumgebung” angezeigh,

[v] Diese Netzwerkumagebung nach Klicken auf "Fertig stellen” 6ffrien

Klicken 52 auf "Fertig stellen”, um den Vorgang abzuschlieen.

Fertigstellm] [ abbrechen ]

T

The WebDAYV folder will then open where you can browse the contents of the / var / www/ web1/ web directory and its subdirectories on the server, and you
will find an icon for your new WebDAYV shareinthe M/ Networ k Pl aces folder:
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€] 63 - F D suden [ ovder | [T

& @ - F O suen i over | [T
osen | VIRZ168.0,100webdae
Bates und Ordneraulgaben

2 b v pritellen
& Crdnar i weh vesifentichen

webday &n 192 1600100
152 2680, 1 Dbpmbaday

7 Configure A Linux Client (GNOME) To Connect To The WebDAV Share

If you want to connect to the WebDAYV share from a GNOME desktop, goto Pl aces > Connect to Server...:

Copyright © 2008 All Rights Reserved. HowtoForge Page 15 of 21



How To Set Up WebDAV With Apache2 On Debian Etch http://mww.howtofor ge.com/
{2 Applicati |
pplications Places System
L[é Horme Folder

E Desktop

lg.| Documents

@ Connect to Server,..

Connect to a remote computer or shared disk
5 Search for Firesm

@I Fecent Documents

Select VebDAV (HTTP) asthe Servi ce type, typeinthe Server (192. 168. 0. 100 in this example) and then the Fol der (webdav). Do not fill in aUser
Name yet because otherwise the connection will fail. Click on Connect afterwards:

Copyright © 2008 All Rights Reserved. HowtoForge Page 16 of 21



How To Set Up WebDAV With Apache2 On Debian Etch http://mww.howtofor ge.com/

Connect to Server

Service type: | WebDAY (HTTP)

Server: 192.168.0.100

Optional information:

Fort:

Folder: webdav

Lser Mame:

] Add bookmark

Bookmark name:

‘ ﬁﬂelp | ‘ggancel [ Connect

Now you are being prompted for a user name and password. Typeint est aong with the password, then click on Connect :
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Enter Password

Enter password for webdav

Username; |test

password: |@eeeeeeeee

@ Forget password immediately
() BRemember password until you logout

() Bermember forever

| anncel | [ Connect

Y ou might get the following error...

Copyright © 2008 All Rights Reserved. HowtoForge Page 18 of 21



How To Set Up WebDAV With Apache2 On Debian Etch http://mww.howtofor ge.com/

Can't display location
O "dav://192.168.0.100/webdav"

HTTP Error: Mot Found

... but at the same time the WebDAYV share should appear on the desktop, which means you can ignore the error:

e et L
0,100

Double-click on the icon to open the WebDAV share:
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8 Links

- WebDAV : http://www.webdav.org
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- Apache: http://httpd.apache.org
- Debian: http://www.debian.org
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